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Session 1:  “What Am I?”  

Reality Is Theocentric  
 

Reality is theocentric because God is the ultimate                                                                        for 
a full and true understanding of all things.     
 

This truth is so basic that denying it requires a continual                                              of the truth in 
unrighteousness.  
 

Rom 11:36 For from him and through him and to him are all things.  To him 
be glory forever. Amen. (ESV) 

 

 From Him – All things originate from God who designs, plans and determines all things. 

 Through Him – All things come in to existence and are                                        by God. 

 To Him – All things exist for God and His                                            . 

 

Only God has the right to                                           who and what we are.  
 
 

Drifting Toward Disaster  
 

In the past, certain aspects of our                             were considered self-evident, objective reality. 
 

Society’s obsession with self-discovery has led many to deny their                                       gen-
der, siding with subjective feelings over objective reality.  

Living Word Community Church                                       May 20-21, 2016 

Introduction  
 

“What am I?” may seem like a strange question. We are more accustomed to the common, phi-

losophical question, “                                                     ?”  

 

Before the age of the Enlightenment, the Western World was basically                                      but, 

with the age of the Enlightenment, a man-centered worldview gained ascendency and has been 

steadily intensifying.   

 
Society has abandoned a                 -                                worldview and is quickly degenerating 
because the capital of our Judeo-Christian heritage has been spent. 
 

Since humanity was created to                                 -                , when we relegate Him to the pe-
riphery and place ourselves at the center, we lose any genuine sense of significance and pur-
pose. We descend into the mire of chaos, confusion and despair. 
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Universal societal standards are being overturned in favor of               -                               pursuits 
of personal fulfillment. 
 

Session 2: Gender Identity? 
  

The term “gender” is now sharply                                               from a person’s DNA (his assigned 
sex or biological gender).   
 

Gender Identity: a personal conception of oneself as male or female, or both or neither; 
the outward manifestations of personality that reflect a person’s gender identity. 

 

It is claimed that there are between 58 and 63 different                                     of “gender identity.”  
 

 Coming out as transgender is plausible only in a culture that has quite lost connection 
to nature. Even from the perspective of evolutionary biology, if the fundamental impulse of 
species are to perpetuate itself, what has nature to gain by suddenly producing a crop of asex-
ual or trans-sexual members of the species? Of course, this is not a biological phenomenon at 
all. This is a social phenomenon. It’s a cultural phenomenon. It’s a way of rebelling against 
order, especially a created order with the Creator establishing the order…The rise of ostensi-
bly asexual or trans-sexual people is also a clear sign of a culture that has lost its mind... 
  Mass psychoses happen. Millions of Germans identified with a maniac, which led to 
the deaths of millions of people. The French lost their minds in the late 18th century. 
American colonists lost their minds briefly in a frenzy over witches. The list could go on. 
This is one of these collective, social, psychotic breaks with reality...Usually cultures come to 
their senses but sometimes after a great deal of suffering.  ~ R. Scott Clark 

 

In Romans 1 we find that turning against ______________________ is one of the final indications 
of humanity’s descent into abject darkness. 

 

A Matter of Rebellion 
 

Regardless of attempts at                                                       , mutiny against nature is ultimately 
rebellion against the God of creation.   

 

Isaiah 45:9-12a  “Woe to those who quarrel with their Maker, those who are 
nothing but potsherds among the potsherds on the ground. Does the clay say 
to the potter, ‘What are you making?’ Does your work say, ‘The potter has no 
hands’? 10 Woe to the one who says to a father, ‘What have you begotten?’ or 

to a mother, ‘What have you brought to birth?’ 11 “This is what the Lord says 
— the Holy One of Israel, and its Maker: Concerning things to come, do you 
question me about my children, or give me orders about the work of my 

hands? 12 It is I who made the earth and created mankind on it.  (NIV) 
 

We have no right to quarrel with God over the objective                                    of how He made us. 
Regardless of how we feel, it doesn’t change reality.   

 

Prov 27:22  Even if a foolish man is crushed with a hammer in a vessel 
among crushed grain, still his foolish ways will not go from him. 
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Session 3: The Current State of Affairs  
 

The current battle raging concerns who should be granted access to                                   specific 
restrooms and locker rooms.   
 

Under the guise of anti-discrimination, cities have passed laws that permit                            to use 
the bathroom that fits their “gender identity” regardless of their assigned sex (biological gender).    
 

Many                                                                         are implementing such policies, often without 
consulting parents, governing boards or other officials.   
 

Citing Title IX, the White House has threatened                                     and the forfeiture of federal 
funding for school districts that fail to comply with these new “gender identity” friendly directives.   
 

A Dangerous Crusade 
 

Artificial                                                                                      has far reaching consequences, not 
only for society, but for any individual who identifies as “transgender.”    
 

    That adults should be inculcating into children the notion that they are neither male nor 
female…that sexual identity is a mere nominal, arbitrary, subjective construct, is quite in-
sane. Should enough people embrace such insanity, the human race will simply die off. That 
seems unlikely. The trans-sexual emperor, if you will, has no clothes. He/she is parading 
about, living in fantasy world that has no connection to actual, objective reality… Human 
reproduction has not really changed, however. Chromosomes are still chromosomes. Biology is 
still biology. This is just politics. It’s just silly and dangerously so.  ~ R. Scott Clark 
 

The White House directive states that schools should not require a medical                               nor 
demand any documentation reflecting the student’s gender identity...   
 

A Chaotic Crusade 
 

If these “gender identity” policies are consistently observed they may well                                  the 
very gender specific programs for which Title IX was passed. 
 

“Transgender” not only includes boys or girls who look like the                            sex but those who 
continue to look and dress like their biological sex but claim to identity with the opposite gender. 
 

The Underlying Agenda 
 

    Early on [in the same-sex marriage debate], the focus was on partner visitation rights. 
But that was never really the point. It was always clear that gay marriage activists would 
never have been satisfied with a deal that gave same-sex couples the exact same package of 
rights and duties as married couples have but without the word “marriage.” The symbol was 
always the point. It had to be “marriage” — a major societal proclamation of the equality of 
worth of same-sex relationships with opposite-sex relationships. 
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     It’s the same with transgender bathrooms. The point is not, or not crucially, to help solve practi-
cal problems for transgender people; it is, rather, to coax out of society an affirmation of transgender 
people and their identity.  ~ Pascal-Emmanuel Gobry 
 

Transgender                                    want to force society to acknowledge their lifestyle as proper, 
natural and moral.   
 

 For liberals, the question now is how to deal with the losers in the culture wars. That’s mostly 
a question of tactics. My own judgment is that taking a hard line (“You lost, live with it”) is better 
than trying to accommodate the losers, who – remember – defended, and are defending, positions that 
liberals regard as having no normative pull at all.  

I should note that LGBT activists in particular seem to have settled on the hard-line approach, 
while some liberal academics defend more accommodating approaches. When specific battles in the 
culture wars were being fought, it might have made sense to try to be accommodating after a local vic-
tory, because other related fights were going on, and a hard line might have stiffened the opposition in 
those fights. But the war’s over, and we won.   ~Mark Tushnet 

 

What Are We To Do? 
 

We must be faithful to Christ and                                                         with His Word, proclaiming 
the Gospel with patience and gentleness and repaying evil with kindness.  
 

Session 4: God Creates Gendered Humanity   

Observations from the Creation Accounts 
 

In chapter 1 we see the transcendence of God:    

 Elohim – the God so great and mighty His title is plural. 
  

 God brings everything into existence, sets boundaries, provides order, determines scope 
and gives purpose. 

 

In chapter 2 we see the immanence of God: 
 

 Yahweh:  the I Am; the covenant who draws near to humanity. 
 

God does not “speak” man into existence but forms him. 
 

In both chapters, mankind is the                                     of creation. 
 

Chapter 1 emphasizes humanity’s similarity to God (image and likeness). 
 

Chapter 2 emphasizes humanity’s similarity to the rest of creation. 
 

Chapter 1 declares the gender distinction in creation. 
 

Chapter 2 reveals that man was created first and given the mandate. 
 

Chapter 2 portrays Adam’s loneliness and insufficiency for the mandate. 
 

The Creation of Man, Male and Female 
 

Gen 1:26-27 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and 

over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man in 
his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. (ESV)  
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“Let us make” (1:26) is the language of careful                                                                 .  
 

The                                                  to rule belongs to all of humanity, both male and female. 
 

The Hebrew words for “male and female” have specific connotations of human                              , 
a way of distinguishing the genders by their reproductive organs. 
 

As designed by God, human sexuality is both good and                                              ; an essential 
aspect of our being. 
 

Human gender is rooted in                                  and intended to distinguish the sexes. 
 

Human sexuality, designed by God for a one man – one woman                                             , was 
intended to be a pleasurable experience as a physical expression reflecting the deep and abiding 
union between a husband and a wife. 
 

Sexual sins                               and                                     God’s blessing of sexuality, robbing it of 
its dignity and purpose. They are sins against nature and sins against ourselves.    
 

Unity—The Imago Dei 
 

While all of creation reflects God’s glory, only mankind is given the privilege of being the specific 
bearers of God’s image, an honor not bestowed on the rest of creation. 
 

Describing both male and female as images of God reveals that, while they are                           in 
form and function, they are equal in essence.  
 

The creation account shows us that the transcendent, Sovereign God of creation, is also immanent and 
relational, creating humanity, male and female, to bear His image in the earth. Gender is a unity in 
diversity according to His specific and purposeful design and He alone determines our role and identity. 

 

Session 5: The Particulars of God’s Design 

Diversity — Gender Specifics 
 

God                                                the man and the woman in such a manner that each might bear 
His image in a unique way. 
 

Headship belongs to the man by virtue of the                                                                  in creation. 
 

It is in Adam’s first act of                                              that he recognizes that he is incomplete and 
unable to fulfill his mandate.  
 

God’s creates Eve by taking organic material from Adam’s side and                                              a 
helper suitable for him.  
 

Genesis 2:23 “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she 
shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” (ESV) 

 

Adam                                              that God brings him a person who stands over against him – a 
creature like him yet wonderfully different.   
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As Adam’s “suitable helper,” Eve is not in any way                                     to Adam even though, in 
creation, God established different roles for the man and the woman. 
 

Adam’s loving exercise of                                         can be seen in his naming of his wife. 
 

“Woman” emphasizes likeness (same root as “man”) and difference (wo-man). 
 

Adam respects and honors her by naming her “Eve,” the mother of all living. 
 

Marriage is not the union of two                                         persons but a          -                            of 
two different halves of the whole. 
  

When a man and woman become one flesh, their capacity for imaging God is                                . 
 

What the Fall Tells Us About Gender 
 

The serpent sought to deceive the woman, not because she was                                            but to 
overthrow God’s order and design by tempting her to forsake the role for which she was created. 
 

 Although God designed the genders for specific roles – the man for loving and respectful head-
ship and the woman for loving and respectful support – sin turned this delightful design on its 
head. Rather than seeing their gender differences as a means of completing one another, they 
would demean those differences as each battled for supremacy over the other.    

 

Session 6: Honoring God’s Gender Design 
 

The world should witness Christians                                             gender unity and diversity in their 
marriages rather than demeaning each other. 
 
As Christians we should accept and embrace the gender                                      inherent in God’s 
purpose and design.   
 
As Christians we should be careful not to insist on gender limitations not warranted by Scripture.   
 
Male headship is biblical but male                                             is the result of sin.   
 
Female                                                          is biblical but female commandeering the result of sin. 

 
Video Segment:  How NOT to Treat Your Spouse 
 
 

 

Since God designed us male and female our gender is intentional.  We must declare that our 
biological differences are not some evolutionary accident or cosmic mistake.  Our gender is an 
important aspect of our ability to image God. While we have more in common than we have 
differences, our differences are extremely significant.  God loves both the unity and diversity 
expressed in the gender He assigns to each of us.  May He grant us the ability to declare this 
wondrous truth, not only in word, but in the way we treat our spouses that we might live as 
faithful images that bring glory to our Great God and Savior.     


